
Shakespeare 1564-1616  
& The Renaissance  

 

Comedies: eg.A Midsummer Night’s Dream 1595 
Tragi/Comedies: eg The Merchant of Venice 1596 

British Histories: eg Henry the Fifth 1598 
Classical Histories: eg Anthony & Cleopatra 1606 

Tragedies: eg King Lear 1605 , Othello 1604 
Romance: eg The Tempest 1611
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Chandos and Droeshout portraits 

1564-1616

New Portrait Discovered 2009
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zC6bGESQcg
http://www.bigpond.com


“We need not repine at [worry about] the lack of a satisfactory Shakespeare 
portrait. To see his face, we need only look in a mirror. He is ourselves, 
ordinary suffering humanity, fired by moderate ambitions, concerned with 
money, the victim of desire, all too mortal. To his back, like a hump, was 
strapped a miraculous but somehow irrelevant talent. It is a talent which, 
more than any other that the world has seen, reconciles us to being human 
beings, unsatisfactory hybrids, not good enough for gods, and not good 
enough for animals. We are all Will. Shakespeare is the name of one of our 
redeemers.” Anthony Burgess, William Shakespeare.

Will. Shakespeare



"All the worlds a stage .. 
and all the men and 

women, merely players. 
They have their exits and 
their entrances, and each 

one in their time plays 
many parts."  
As You Like It
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Shakespeare's As You Like It, 1600: 

JAQUES: 
All the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players: 
They have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts…

The underlying motivation for The Merchant of 
Venice: To Shed Light on Human Nature and Expose 

the Injustices of the World

Twelfth Night ... Halloween. The Lord of Misrule symbolizes the world turning upside down.  The common theme was that the normal order of things was reversed. This Lord of Misrule tradition dates back to pre-Christian European festivals 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_Misrule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_Misrule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity


Powerful Ideas in the Sonnets

• Sonnet 130: “My mistress’ eyes....” 

 

See Thomas Campion “There is a garden in her face” 

Shakespeare the lover of “disreputable” women?



Challenging Ideas in the Sonnets

 

THERE IS A GARDEN IN HER FACE.
by Thomas Campion.

There is a Garden in her face,
Where Roses and white Lillies grow ;
A heau'nly paradice is that place,
Wherein all pleasant fruits doe flow.
There Cherries grow, which none may buy
Till Cherry ripe themselues doe cry.

Those Cherries fayrely doe enclose
Of Orient Pearle a double row ;
Which when her louely laughter showes,
They look like Rose-buds fill'd with snow.
Yet them nor Peere nor Prince can buy,
Till Cherry ripe themselues doe cry.

Her Eyes like Angels watch them still ;
Her Browes like bended bowes doe stand,
Threatning with piercing frownes to kill
All that attempt with eye or hand
Those sacred Cherries to come nigh,
Till Cherry ripe themselues doe cry.

MY MISTRESS’ EYES ARE NOTHING 
LIKE THE SUN

by William Shakespeare

My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun;
Coral is far more red than her lips' red;
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head.
I have seen roses damasked, red and white,
But no such roses see I in her cheeks;
And in some perfumes is there more delight
Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.
I love to hear her speak, yet well I know
That music hath a far more pleasing sound;
I grant I never saw a goddess go;
My mistress when she walks treads on the ground.
     And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare
     As any she belied with false compare.



A Muse of Fire
• j
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