
Blake’s Revolutionary “Books”
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell

1790
Visions of the Daughters of Albion 

1793
America A Prophecy 

1793

American Revolution 1775/ Declaration of Independence 1776; French 
Revolution 1789/ Songs of Innocence 1789; Songs of Experience 1793

Thomas Paine The Rights of Man 1791-92

1792 Royal Proclamation Against Seditious Writing: Pitt’s “Reign of Terror”

I say I shan't live five years
And if I live one it will be a 
Wonder, 
June 1793
Manuscript Notebook. (Qtd M. Phillips, 25)



I say I shan't live five years
And if I live one it will be a 
Wonder, 
June 1793
Manuscript Notebook. 

(Qtd M. Phillips, 25)

Our End is Come 
Published June 5: 
1793 by Blake 
Lambeth



Theories of what  
M. of H. & H.  

means and how it is constructed

• “ A scrap-book of Blake’s philosophy”

• “fractured discontinuities”

• “ a structureless structure”

• “a kind of holy satire”



Your text, p.360



If the doors 
of 

perception 
were 

cleansed 
every thing 

would 
appear to 

man as it is, 
infinite.

Core Theme
Enlarged Sense 

Perception: 
pages 71-75

See Nurmi 554 ff
•



Plate 7

Plate 14Plato’s Cave The Republic Book VII



William Blake: The Marriage of Heaven & Hell Plate 14 (75)

Visionary Imagination & The Craft of the Artist & Plato’s Cave



Plate 15



The Marriage of 
Heaven & Hell

Prophetic Book

“For Everything that Lives is holy”

Emanuel Swedenborg
A Treatise Concerning 
Heaven and Hell… 1784



A Forest Swept by Fire

“Marriage” entwining the trees

Couples entwining

Birds Soaring

STARK 

ROMAN - but linked by and

CAPITALS

Naked figures swimming 
out of flames- unharmed

Couples embracing
rising effortlessly 
to the surface



Mysterious, yet 
profoundly 

Biblical 
Introduction: 
Read Isaiah 

XXXIV, XXXV

Plate 2

Plate 3



Part A:
Plates 1-6 

Theme: The 
Doctrine of 
Contraries: 
pages 69-71

Behmen: See David 
Stewart

Plate 3



Plate 4 A woman and 
child reach 
toward one 
another as 
they are 
drawn up 
towards the 
bird that rises 
above them

Good and Evil Angels 
struggling for 
possession of a child



Plate 5

The Fall of Satan ??
Or are they rising??



The Blake 
Society 

Dramatization of 
The Marriage of 
Heaven & Hell 

https://youtu.be/6BqmpmmXw3Q 

https://youtu.be/6BqmpmmXw3Q

